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SUBJECT: CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC OFFERS CONCESSION FOR OIL 
EXPLORATION 

1. THE FIRM SURCA SA IN BERN, ACTING ON BEHALF OF GOVERNMENT 
OF CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC HAS SENT LETTER DATED JUNE 13 

TO EMBASSY OFFERING CONCESSION FOR OIL EXPLORATION IN NORTHERN 
TERRITORIES BORDERING MAINLY ON CHAD AND COMPRISING AN AREA OF 
ROUGHLY 150,000 SQUARE KILOMETERS. (SURCA SA IS SWISS CORPORATION 
FORMED TO PROMOTE TRADE BETWEEN SWITZERLAND AND CA REPUBLIC. 
SURCA PRESIDENT IS DANIEL GERBER, HONORARY CAR CONSUL IN SWITZER- 
LAND.) 

2. CONCESSION WILL BE GRANTED ON PAYMENT OF SF 2.5 MILLION TO 
THE ACCOUNT OF SURCA SA, SONNENBERGRAIN 6, 3000 BERN. 

3. PRINCIPAL TERMS OF CONCESSION ONCE WELLS ARE IN OPERATION 
FORESEE PAYMENT OF 51 PER CENT ROYALTIES TO THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC AND OF 3 PER CENT INTO 

A SPECIAL FUND IN SWITZERLAND. EXPLORATION TO START WITHIN 
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SF 2.5 MILLION WILL BE LOST. 

4. WE ARE INFORMED BY SURCA THAT THE ANNOUCEMENT OF THE 
CONCESSION OFFER (WHICH ALSO INVOLVES SEPARATE CONCESSIONS FOR 
DIAMONDS, COTTON, EXOTIC WOOD AND COFFEE) HAS BEEN TRANSMITTED 
TO ALL FOREIGN EMBASSIES IN BERN, AND THAT NO FURTHER DISTRIBUTION 
HAS BEEN MADE. 

5. COPIES OF ANNOUNCEMENT AND ENCLOSURES BEING 
AIR POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT, AF/C (5) AND TO 
EMBASSY BANGUI (1). 
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